The concept of palliative care in The Netherlands.
Palliative care in The Netherlands is growing and the climate for further development is favourable. Although there is a great deal of consensus on the current debates within palliative care, important disagreements persist. These disagreements relate to the history of palliative care within the country, the scope of palliative care, its values, the appropriate institutional context, and the moral acceptability of euthanasia in palliative care. In this paper, the consensus and the disagreements are described and discussed. It is concluded that many disagreements emerge from so-called external goals of palliative care. It is recommended that the debate should refocus on the internal goal of palliative care, which is the quality of life of the patient and his or her loved ones.